
Welcome to Sixth Grade at Sonoran Foothills! 
 

Sixth Grade Curriculum 

“Preparing for our Future” 

 

Our combined philosophies of teaching will provide our sixth graders with many different 

opportunities to learn and grow as individual students, to understand the importance of working 

collaboratively, and to become lifelong learners. 
 

90 Minute Blocks: (See schedule below)  Students will rotate through three 90 minute 

instructional blocks.  There will also be a 45 minute flex period/RTI and 45 minutes for 

specials.  (Art, PE, Band) 
 

Shelley Miller               Sarah Umble           Jessica Kerich 

Language Arts (ELA)           Math                   Science/Social Studies 

shelley.miller@dvusd.org          sarah.umble@dvusd.org     jessica.kerich@dvusd.org 

 

The sixth grade curriculum will be based on the Arizona College and Career Readiness 

Standards.  These standards are the foundation of the AZMerit test given in April.  Students 

will also complete quarterly district assessments in all subjects along with the SRI (Scholastic 

Reading Inventory).  
 

ELA OVERVIEW   (Mrs. Miller) 
 

During our 90 minute ELA block, we will use the newly adopted Collections program.  Students 

will be exposed to a variety of genres, including several Newberry awarded novels. We will also 

work on vocabulary, writing, grammar, and spelling, as well as speaking and listening skills. 

Students will be given nightly homework that will alternate weekly between grammar review and 

comprehension passages. (Homework is handed out on Monday.)  Students should also be reading 

nightly for 25 minutes. Students will have many opportunities to improve their writing ranging 

from poetry to five paragraph essays.  Please see Mrs. Miller’s website for more specific 

information about the ELA program.  
 

MATH OVERVIEW  (Ms. Umble) 
 

This year we will use a variety of strategies that help us become math problem solvers.  Our 

strategies will align with both the Arizona College & Career Readiness Standards as well as the 

8 mathematical practices.  We will be using the district adopted Engage NY curriculum written 

by Eureka Math.  We will complete 6 modules of study during the year including: Ratios and Unit 

Rates, Arithmetic Operations, Rational Numbers, Expressions and Equations, Area, Surface 

Area, and Volume, Statistics.  By 6th grade, students should be able to fluently complete math 

facts including multiplication and division through 12’s.   
 

mailto:Shelley.Miller@dvusd.org


SCIENCE OVERVIEW (Mrs. Kerich) 
 

Science will be taught through a “hands on” approach.  We will be using the FOSS (Full Option 

Science System) science program. This program is designed to be implemented using a 

cooperative group setting with heterogeneous groups of 4-5 students.   
 

Two major units will be taught this year- 1) Water and Weather and 2) Diversity of Life.  Each 

of the two units is broken down quarterly into approximately nine Ideas/Concepts.  For the 

most part, the same teaching methods are applied to each concept so that students gain a sense 

of routine and familiarity.  There will be at least one hands-on experiment or investigation 

(usually more), several group activities in which the students discover the concept or apply 

knowledge of the concept, at least one PowerPoint (sometimes more).   
 

Students are required to take notes from various sources during each concept topic.  The notes 

come from PowerPoint’s, video clips, readings, experiments, and other sources.  If a student is 

absent, it will be their responsibility to get the notes from a classmate or the teacher. 

Each concept/topic will conclude with a quiz.  Students will have advance notice of the quiz and 

will be expected to use all of their resources to study. 
 

After every couple of topics, there will be a cumulative test that connects concepts.  I will 

outline info covered with students prior to so they know what to expect ☺ 

 

SOCIAL STUDEIS (Mrs. Kerich) 
 

Major units that will be focused on this year include the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Rome, Greece, and China. We will focus on the factors that influenced the civilization to 

settle in that particular area, discovering the type of government/ruling pertaining to that 

civilization and compare it with those of other civilizations, pointing out the achievements and 

inventions of each civilization and interpret how each impacted our society today, researching 

prominent figures of that time, and taking the knowledge gained and utilizing/applying it to a 

cumulative quiz, test, and/or project.   
 

Each civilization will grant students valuable note-taking opportunities (which is an incredibly 

important life-skill).  There are 3-4 sections in each chapter followed by a quiz, and a 

comprehensive test is given at the conclusion of the unit. 
 

In addition to stated components used, other various activities (not from the book) are 

incorporated throughout the units to maximize student engagement and comprehension. 

Students will have the opportunity to complete multiple project based learning projects 

throughout the year. 

 
 

 



CURRENT EVENTS 

   

The sixth grade team would like to use Junior Scholastic Magazine and Science World as 

supplemental resources to enhance our study of current events, economics, civics, government, 

and science.  We can give students access to both of these great resources for a donation of 

just $10.00 per student.  Please send in cash only to your student’s homeroom teacher as soon 

as possible.  
 

GREEK & ROMAN DAY 

Greek and Roman Day is a living history event to celebrate our study of ancient Greece and 

Rome.  Students will wear togas, perform plays, taste new foods, and compete in an Olympics. 
 

GENUIS HOUR 
 

All sixth graders will have an opportunity to begin and explore a “passion project” a some point 

during the school year.  Also know as Genius Hour, eligible students may have time during our 

Flex Period to explore a topic of interest to them.  (Students with missing assignments, make-

up work or redo work will not be eligible to participate until they are caught up on all 

assignments.) Genius Hour is a movement that allows students to explore their own passions and 

encourages creativity in the classroom as well as interests and hobbies outside of school.  It 

provides students a choice in what they learn during a set period of time during school.  Fun 

fact: both Gmail and Google News were created as a result of a Passion Project! 
 

 

 

Academic Expectations 

“Taking Personal Responsibility for Our Success” 

 

HOMEWORK 
  
Each student was given a planner to use for recording nightly homework, upcoming quizzes, 

tests, and project due dates. MOST homework assignments are given on Monday, but students 

will also be responsible for any other homework assigned including studying notes for quizzes 

and tests, or finishing classwork missed while absent. All students should be reading a minimum 

of 25 minutes per night.  (DVUSD guidelines allow for up to 90 minutes of homework per night 

in grades 4-6.) 
 

ATTENDENCE  
 

Attendance is very important in sixth grade.  Please help your child make every effort to attend 

school regularly.  The most important work we do in sixth grade is very difficult to make up 



when missed.  This includes specific skill instruction, science labs, and class discussions during 

reading in all subjects. Students are responsible for making up all assignments that are missed 

during an absence including getting notes and catching up on class reading.  For each day a 

student is absent, they have one day to complete the make up work.   
 

GRADES 
 

Please see the Sonoran Foothills Handbook for general information about DVUSD grading 

policies and procedures. The sixth grade teachers use the following grade category weights:  

5%     Homework 

10%     Classwork 

15%     Projects 

25%     Quizzes 

45%     Tests 

 

RETAKE POLICY 
 

Students will be permitted to retake a test within one week of receiving the original graded 

test back (Scores of 89% or lower are eligible for retakes).  In order to prepare for the 

retake, students must complete a Retake Contract outlining the requirements for the student 

to further practice skills and earn a retake.  The additional activities required will vary by 

subject area/teacher.  After students retake the test, their score will be recorded in 

Powerschools even if it is lower than the original score (DVUSD policy).  

(Extra credit and grading on a curve are not used; these practices are not an effective way to 

show mastery of standards.)   
 

POWERSCHOOLS 
 

Student grades are updated weekly on PowerSchools.  Log in at https://ps.dvusd.org or 

download a free app for your tablet or phone. Login information must be obtained in the office 

by a parent/guardian.  You may update your account settings to send weekly progress reports.  
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Students must follow all campus and district technology rules as stated in both 

handbooks. Students must sit in their assigned seat in the computer lab and must 

be respectful and not do anything with intent to harm or damage the 

equipment.  Students should never be on websites at school that were not 

specifically assigned by the teacher. Personal cell phones should be TURNED OFF 

and kept in backpacks for the entire school day.  
 

https://ps.dvusd.org/
https://ps.dvusd.org/


HOME/SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 
 

To encourage home-school communication, we will be sending home a weekly e-blast with 

updated information about our curriculum as well as any sixth grade or school events.  Please 

use Power Schools to keep up with grades.  Students should be writing their homework, 

including quiz and test dates, in their agendas. 
 

Behavior Expectations 

“Taking Personal Responsibility for Our Actions” 

 

In order for all students to be guaranteed the opportunity for success, the following guideline 

will be followed and should be considered by all students:  No student has the right to 

interfere with the learning and/or safety of others. 

 

Each of the sixth grade teachers will have a different system for monitoring individual and 

group behavior.  This will help transition the students into a Middle School model of having 

different teachers for each subject.  However, all sixth grade teachers are following the same 

campus rules and expectations. Please see each teacher’s individual website for specific 

information regarding their classroom procedures and behavior plans.  
 

BOBCAT TRACKS 
 

As a new campus, Sonoran Foothills will be working on creating a positive school 

culture based on the Bobcat TRACKS.  
 

Think Creatively 

             Respect Others       
                       Accept Responsibility 

                                   Choose Wisely 

                                               Keep Persevering 

                                                           Show Integrity 

 

RESTROOM POLICY 
 

All students will be required to sign in and out for bathroom breaks.  This will also be marked in 

their agendas.  Bathroom breaks do not count toward discipline or reward, it is only a procedure 

we follow to ensure your child's safety. 

 
 

 



LIMITED INTERRUPTIONS OF LEARNING 
 

Sonoran Foothills office staff will not interrupt the classroom to notify students of items 

delivered to school after the school day has started.  Students may stop by the office and 

check the designated spot for lunches on the way to the cafeteria.  It is a good idea to have at 

least enough money in their student account to buy a lunch or water bottle if needed. See the 

School Handbook for more information regarding this policy. 
 

SNACKS 
  

We do NOT have a snack time, but students may eat a QUICK snack during the first five 

minutes of Block One (10:20-10:25) Snacks should be healthy, easy to eat while instruction 

continues, and not messy. Water is the only beverage allowed in the classrooms.  Snack 

privileges may be revoked if students do not follow the guidelines and/or snacktime becomes a 

disruption.  SNACKS MUST BE PEANUT FREE. 
 

OFFICE REFERRALS 
 

Any recurring classroom behavior issues will be communicated to parents.  However, certain 

serious incidents will result in immediate referral to the office.  
 

BULLYING 
 

Bullying is taken seriously at Sonoran Foothills. Please refer to both campus and district policy 

regarding bullying.  As a “Kindness Campus” we want to put a stop to any behaviors that may 

make a student feel uncomfortable.    
 

Thank you for your patience and support as we work to create a positive school environment for 

the sixth grade Bobcats.  Updates may be made to the handbook as the year progresses.   A link 

to the Sixth Grade Handbook will always be available on our websites.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule 
 

8:45-9:00 Announcements, Pledge, Silent Reading 

9:00-9:30 FLEX: RTI, Enrichment 

9:30-10:15 Specials 

10:15-11:45 Block One 

11:45-12:25 Lunch, Recess 

12:25-2:00 Block Two 

2:00-3:25 Block Three 

3:25-3:30 Pack-up/Clean-up 

 

 

 


